Cabrini High School

The greatest heritage to a young girl is a good education.
~8t. Frances Xavier Cabrini

July 2009

Dear Seniors of the Class of 2010 and their parents or guardians,

Senior year is quickly approaching and it is time to start the planning process for college. Along with this letter is
information to help you begin to understand how it all works with the timing of applications, scholarship searches and
financial aid (student scholarships, loans and grants). During this summer it is a good idea to visit college campuses,
start signing up on scholarship search engines on the internet and explore college websites to check out what each
school requires for its application process. It is also important to think seriously about the financial aspect of college
and what costs you and your family are able and willing to spend for college tuition, housing, fees, and other expenses.

Since your daughter has been a student at Cabrini High School, we have informed her that most colleges will accept
no lower than a 2.00 GPA for admission. We would like to make you both aware that even a 1.99 GPA does not round
off to a 2.00 as far as college admissions are concerned. When a senior applies for college admission during the first
semester of her senior year, her high school transcript will reflect grades through her junior year. Transcripts sent out
during the second semester will show her grades through and including the first semester of her senior year. Colleges

DO look at trends, either up or down, in students’ grades.

As you know, we have focused on the TOPS (Taylor Opportunity Program for Students) scholarship program
throughout your Cabrini experience, strongly encouraging awareness of the requirements and motivation to achieve the
academic success with both GPA and ACT scores. The current requirement for TOPS is 2 2.50 GPA on core courses
and a 20 composite ACT or 940 composite SAT. Seniors will receive an updated copy of their current TOPS core

grades to date during the first week of classes in August.

In addition to TOPS, Louisiana institutions as well as others across the United States offer many scholarships. These
scholarships may be based on academics, athletics, community service or a combination of all of these aspects ofa
student's high school career. Take a look at each school's website for details on available scholarships. Louisiana
schools' websites are in the pages following this letter. If the school is outside the state of Louisiana, you can “Google”

your college for its website.

Ms. Boyer and Mrs. Armand will help you through the application process and will address the senior class with a
“college-overview” at the beginning of the school year. Most colleges are now requiring on-line applications. So, itis
a good idea to begin thinking now about schools to which you will apply. Knowing how stressful senior year can be, it
is also a good idea to complete the application process before the Thanksgiving holidays. Most colleges and
universities have early deadlines, for their scholarship programs, some as early as November 1 or December 1.

We will be giving the seniors a College Selection Handbook at the beginning of her senior year. The seniors and
parents are invited to the Archdiocesan College Fair on September 29. And on October 5 we will have a required

senior parents ' meeting with a professional college admissions speaker to explain the college application-financial aid-
scholarship process. We are confident that this booklet and meeting will help you and your daughter in the college
application process. During the school year if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call Ms. Boyer at 483-

8687, Monday through Friday or Mrs. Armand at 483-8688, Monday-Wednesday-Friday.

It has been a pleasure to work with you and your daughter during her junior year at Cabrini. We look forward to
sharing in her excitement and joy in being a SENIOR, Class of 2010!

Sincerely, , . M
Renée ;nyer Delia Armand (Suzie)
Guidance Counselor: 12" & College College Advisor
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